
Penn-Knox Meeting minutes for December 13, 2016 

Chair Sue Patterson opened the meeting with a quick overview of up-coming meetings listed 
on the agenda related to (1) a zoning variance application for 5339 Wayne Ave., (2) a series of 
RCO zoning training workshops, and (3) the January Monthly meeting which will be January 9, 
2017.  

Ed Marshall of Green Street Friends then provided an informative computerized update on 
the plans for their new building. He began the presentation with a brief history of the school 
noting a) since 1960 the school has been approximately half male/female and half white/non-
white students, b) cc. 1980 a middle school was added, c) they are now approximately twice the 
size they were in 1990 when they began adding two sections of students to each grade, d) in 
1997 they acquired a green space from Ashher, 2008 the Citizen Bank property and recently the 
corner property on Greene and School House, and d) all their properties have now been made 
one property and been rezoned as a single property which allows for rebuilding over previously 
divergent property lines. The computer-projected overview of building plans allowed viewers to 
see view of all sides and floors of the building plans. The building planning has been going on 
for a year and is not finalized. The presentation was followed by a discussion of the use of the 
two public parking lots. Marshall believes these lots are a public asset providing 90 spaces for 
people who mostly use the parking while working or shopping. He pointed out that the new 
building is designed for meeting needs of existing student body and would not involving hiring 
more staff, thus not add a need for more parking. None-the-less, the City may require a variance 
as the new building plans do not include adding parking spaces. If the City requires this, he will 
return to Penn-Knox for support. Hopefully they will break ground in spring and be ready for use 
by end of summer 2018. Current enrollment is cc 320 students with perhaps growth to 350 to 
have all sections as large as they want (15-20 students). 

The treasurer reported a balance of $2,218.22 in our accounts. 

The meeting then discussed the property at 113 West Coulter St. which has been purchased 
and is no longer vacant but presents an aesthetic problem of multiple cars (8) parked in back yard 
and 2 in drive . . . plus others parked on the street. Sue Patterson got the email addresses from the 
neighbors to this property and will send them information enabling them to make their concerns 
known the most effective L&I offices and determine if there zoning or other related violations. 
Sue also described for the group the best practices/processes for reporting concerns to L&I. 

The Monday January 9, 2017 meeting will be a Let's talk Planning Meeting! Plus a special 
guest (Larry Freedman, Zoning Committee Chair of the Northern Liberties Neighborhood 
Association for 30 years, will attend to talk war stories and best practices on zoning issues) . . . 
Snack as Cider will be provided. 


