
 
PENN KNOX NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 

www.pennknox.com  
Meeting Minutes 

January 8, 2019, 7-9 pm 
 

Pennsylvania School for the Deaf, 143 W. Coulter St.  19144 
 

Chair:  Sue Patterson, Vice Chair:  Brandi Levine,  
Secretary:  Georgette Bartell, Treasurer:  Russ Kleinbach 

 

Present:  Sue Patterson, Sue Gilfillan, Russ Kleinbach, Brandi Levine, Georgette Bartell, Christian Matozzo, Aneesha 
Shabazz, William Teodecki, Margaret Wilmerding, Misha Wyllie, Liuda Sudaris, Frank Gramlich, Ruth L. Greenberg, David 
La Fontaine, Patrick Egan, Paul Fugazzotto, Gladys Lackey, Donald Watson, Lynne Collins, Stewart Traill, Laura Smith, Janis 
Pinkston, Oscar Beisart, Toni Kippen, Sherri Edman, Erik Petersons 

Treasurer's Report $881.96 

Howell Park 

Philadelphia's Rebuild Initiative includes a program called Friends of Parks.  PKNA , Sue P., will file an 
application to be Howell Park Friends. This park was left to the city by 2 sisters as a place for 
contemplation.  It has a "Champion Tree" which is over 400 years old.  Toni Kippen with friends started 
cleaning it 45 years ago.  It took 5 years to clean up the glass alone also with help by Kathryn 
Franklin.  Toni has some write ups about it. George Matysik, Executive Director of the Philadelphia 
Parks Alliance will be invited to come to another meeting to talk about it.  Toni read a poem she wrote 
about the park. 

Howell Park Friends Committee:  Matt Cadwallader, Sue Patterson, Aneesha Shabazz, Georgette Bartell 

Meetings:  3x/year 

Goals: 

-  repairing the chain link fence in the north east corner.  
-  filling some low spots in the field with topsoil 
-  moving the bird bath out from underneath the holly.  
-  planting more native plants around the perimeter. 
-  removing vines and invasive plants 
-  could we get a roof and secure a barn 
-  performance stage and benches.   
-  post sign with city park rules 
-  possible to get a fence 

Toni tried to get lighting but couldn’t, will it make it be safer or invite trouble. 

 

Crime Reports 

Sue will send out crime reports to those who want them.  Email her at suepatterson1@gmail.com . 



 
             Community Garden at 65 W. Penn 

 Hoping for an agreement between the Neighborhood Gardens Trust and the Philadelphia Redevelopment 
Authority.  A meeting is set for tomorrow at 4 pm at Redevelopment Authority.  Gardeners will be attending to 
support this and preserve this garden as an asset to our community.  Thanks to Ian Hegarty of the Planning 
Commission! 
 
5341 Wayne Avenue - Zoning Variance Application for 3 apts.  Zoned single family.  Wilkins A Hatton, Jr. AKA 
Kinsman Corporation, Hatton 2nd Wilkins A, has no rental licenses for other units and has many violations on several 
of his properties on Wayne Avenue. 
Violations on this property: 

Not zoned for use 
Windows, structural issues etc 
Fire alarm, zoning 
No permit for construction 
Owes $548 in taxes.  

 
3) Historic Preservation Task Force Summary Report, and how it may impact our neighborhood (see links 
below) 

 
Follow up on Germantown United Community Meeting with respect to the Wells Fargo Development 
Grant.  The grant was not awarded to GUCDC this time and they will apply at the next opportunity. 

 
Community party planning & discussion.  Ideas included food trucks, inviting the Night Market to 
Germantown, shutting down streets.    

 Committee:  Gladys Lackey, Brandi Levine, Georgette, Lynne Collins.  Erik Petersons 
 
 Oscar Beisert:  Historic preservation in Germantown:  75 properties are designated out of 400 that are 

historic.  Oscar does Historic Preservation work and was on the mayor's task force for historic preservation.  A 
zoning lawyer who represent developers heads preservation committee.   

1- It takes a month or 2 when after a nomination is submitted.  Let owner know in advance.  Jurisdiction on 
building so it won’t be demolished during period of review. 

2- Tax abatement weighted for new construction, Oscar wants to change it to be used for older buildings 

3 - If on register, then by right extra unit allowed.  No zoning request needed 

4- Keep current designation as it is, also a tiered designation.  E.g. PK mixed so people could have options for 
more affordable windows. 

5- Germantown Avenue is the oldest historical district in the country. The Negley House built in 1698 was 
demolished by Sunoco.  18% of houses have been destroyed.   

 

Christian Matozzo from Cindy Bass’s office:  zoning, constituent services.  

Office is at Germantown Avenue and Windrim. 

Real Estate Tax Abatements are available on qualifying construction, development, rehabilitation, or 
improvement to properties—for both industrial/commercial and residential properties. Currently, owners who 
qualify will pay no property tax for 10 years.  Critics say that this takes money away from schools.  Cindy Bass 



would like to change this policy.  She has proposed a bill that would end the city’s 10-year property tax 
abatement for any projects begun after Oct. 31, 2018.  Some comments included : 

• reducing the number of years  
• continuing it for everywhere but Center City 
• try something and see what happens after a few years and re-evaluate 

 
A hearing will be held on this issue but no date is set yet.    
 

Update on Church on SW corner of Wayne and Queen, 24 apts approved.   

 

RACP grant and Germantown Boys and Girls Club.  RACP recipients have not been chosen yet.  It's possible 
that since David Cohen of Comcast gave money to Wolf, Wolf may have influence on where the money goes. 
$7.5 million has been ear marked from Comcast and possibly this $2 million from the state.  Some have heard 
that there would be a grand opening in May.  However, GBGC needs a budget manager, building permits, and 
to build an outdoor basketball court amongst other projects.  We are looking forward to seeing the plans as it 
is in our contract that they have to keep us notified.  Possibly if they get the RACP money the Pal Center can 
sell them the lot in the back for parking.  This would alleviate some of the congestion concerns on Penn St. 

 
Other Concerns 

-   A resident who lives on Linden Terrace says that Linden Place is well lit.  However there is a light pole on LT 
in the middle of the block with no light.  He will call our council person, Cindy Bass, for assistance. 

 

-   A resident on Queen and Knox said that when their water meter was replaced they suddenly got a huge 
back bill. The previous meter wasn’t transmitting properly due to batteries going dead.  The water company 
will work with them to make a payment plan 
 

For advice or questions related to your rental situation. 
INFO@PHA.PHILA.GOV 

1800 S. 32nd Street Philadelphia, PA 19145 
215-684-4000 

PHA has over 84,600 people on the public housing waiting list. Due to low unit turnover, the housing authority is currently 
processing applicants from 2004. 

 
Other rental assistance agencies in the city 
http://www.pha.phila.gov/housing/other-housing-resources.aspx 

• Emergency Assistance Services 
801 Market Street, 5th Floor 
215-560-1976 

• City Relocation Services 
5252 N. 13th Street 
215-685-9087 

• Office of Supportive Housing 
1430 Cherry Street 
215-686-7150 



• Philadelphia Corporation for Aging 
642 N. Broad Street 
215-765-9000 
*Only for seniors 60 years of age or older scheduled for eviction 

• TURN 
1315 Walnut Street 
215-940-3900 
9am - 5pm, Mon-Fri (Now Open) 
Rental Assistance, Security Deposits, etc. 

• Housing Association of Delaware County 
658 N. Watts Street 
215-978-0224 

• Germantown Avenue Crisis Ministry 
35 W. Chelten Avenue 
215-843-2340 

 

Minutes submitted by Georgette Bartell 

 
 


