
	  

	  
PENN	  KNOX	  NEIGHBORHOOD	  ASSOCIATION	  

Meeting	  Minutes	  	  
	  

Julie	  Baranauskas,	  chair;	  Melissa	  Fisher,	  vice-‐chair;	  CJ	  Hazell,	  treasurer;	  Georgette	  Bartell,	  secretary	  

March	  14,	  2016	  	   	   PSD:	  	  	   143	  W.	  Coulter	  Street	  	   	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  7-‐9	  PM	  

Present:	  	  CJ	  Hazell,	  Russ	  Kleinbach,	  Matt	  Cadwallader,	  Kristin	  Cassidy,	  Martha	  Savery,	  Ed	  
Horn,	  Julie	  Baranauskas,	  Susan	  Chinnici	  Moyer,	  Sue	  Patterson,	  Jim	  Bishop,	  Birdie	  Busch,	  
Alvena	  Melton,	  Pedro	  Rodriguez,	  William	  Teodecki,	  Lillian	  Broaddus,	  Sue	  Gilfillan,	  Kathy	  
Paulmier	  –	  representing	  GFS,	  Georgette	  Bartell,	  Ines	  Love	  (RCO)	  

Not	  PK	  members	  attending	  as	  presenters:	  	  Vern	  Anastasio	  –	  Zoning	  Attorney	  for	  the	  church,	  
Pastor	  Richard	  Blakely,	  Sonya	  Berry	  –	  special	  ed	  director	  for	  the	  City,	  Pastor	  Darlene	  
Blakely,	  	  J.M.	  Duffy	  –	  expert	  on	  history	  of	  Germantown,	  Oscar	  Beisert	  

1.	  	  100	  W.	  	  Chelten	  Ave.	  	  Zoning	  variance	  revision	  presentation	  

Application for house of worship, Acts of Random Kindness Christian Center, for a special 
exception to the zoning code CMX 2.5 in order to operate.  PKNA’s last meeting opposed it as 
space use was too limited and it appeared like like a shut down commercial property. In 
response, the church has begun 6 days a week of consistent programming. Local students receive 
tutoring, choir practice, praise dancers, morals and ethics, health care, financial services, 
presentations by police.  They want to be a community church.  Services now provided: 
 
Sun: services 10-11:30-noon.   
Mon: men’s choir rehearsal, assembling up baptismal font 
Tues and Wed: tutoring for all community, certified teachers (25 children under the age of 18 + 
occasional drop in students) 
Wed: prayer and bible study 
Thurs: rehearsal for religiously based plays.  Open to the whole city 
Sat:  praise dance rehearsals for girls, and choirs 
 
All members preceded their comments by saying that they approve of the church and its mission. 
 
CONCERNS: 
1.  There are 2 other churches in the same area.   Homeowner on Maplewood Ave. says that 
parking is a problem as cars are blocking her driveway.  
2.  Another member stated that we are missing out on high quality retail and dining that could be 
located at this location.   



3.  Duplication of services.  The library is already offering tutoring and there are social services 
at Germantown Enrichment Center.   
4.  Aren’t there other locations besides that corner space for this church? 
 
RESPONSE: 
There are 5 other vacant storefronts on Chelten that are not already high quality retail and dining.  
Duplication of services is allowable in an area with as much need as Germantown.  Churchgoers 
do not park in the street.   
 
The 4 presenters left the room for the vote. 
For:   8   
Opposed:  7 
Non opposition: 2 
 
April 4 is zoning meeting.  Julie will write a letter as our RCO chair to the ZBA. 
 
2.  Oscar Beisert, architectural historian and preservationist, with a modest proposal for 
Penn Knox.   
 
He passed out a map with a blue boundary as outline of proposed historic district, purple areas 
are already historically designated.  He is mainly interested in 5300 block of Germantown Ave. 
 

 
 
Oscar Beisert is part of a small group of people wanting to get Germantown Avenue protected 
from demolitions.  Once these demolitions of historic properties reach a tipping point, 
Germantown will lose this national distinction.  He has been getting nominations for historical 
designation of properties all over the city. He is focusing on the Paley Building, “McGargle” 
Bldg.  which had a livery that serviced the whole neighborhood.  There are only a very few 19th 
century buildings on the list.  PKNA has the power to nominate buildings, it’s arduous and Oscar 
will help us.  PKNA would like to add The Boys and Girls Club to these two and support Oscar 
in all three nominations by helping with the process. 
 
Pedro moves that we support Oscar in historic designation for the 3 buildings mentioned above.  
Members unanimously agree. 
 



Committee of volunteers:  Jim Bishop, Sue Patterson, Sue Gilfillan, Lillian Broaddus, Pedro 
Rodriguez 
 
3.  Sue Gilfillan on problem properties.  
There is a triplex on 161 W. Penn, which is a shell, not officially listed for sale, it needs $90K 
worth of work.  Sue thinks that if someone offered $50,000 cash and moved in they could get a 
FHA loan.  Call Sue if you are curious about any other properties.  Also, at Penn Court, which 
has 8 houses, 2 are on the market.   
 
4.  Pedro Rodriguez says that Mayor Kinney is asking for support from neighborhood 
organizations for the 3 cents per ounce tax on sugary drinks.   Pedro is asking if PKNA will 
support the mayor.  There was unanimous support, one member wanted to take it farther and tax 
fried food.   
 
UPCOMING:	  	  	  

Saturday,	  March	  19,	  2016	  at	  2pm	  at	  Aulenbach	  Parish	  House,	  29	  West	  
Tulpehocken	  Street	  	  

Annual Henry Magaziner Lecture - Mid-Nineteenth-Century Suburban Housing in Germantown 
and the "Taste for Villa Life" - 	  

Sunday,	  March	  20,	  2016	  1:30-‐3:30pm	  at	  Ebenezer	  Maxwell	  Mansion	  	  

19th	  Century	  Food	  Demo	  and	  Tasting	  

April PKNA meeting will be replaced with  9th Annual Philly Spring Cleanup  
Saturday, April 9, 2016, 9am – 2pm  Meet at the garden:  you MUST sign in (Please?) 
Contact Julie for pick up points.   There will be one at Hansberry and Knox. 
GUCDC is having a clean up from Hood Cemetery to PK.  The Trinity Church Lot 
will be on the list.  Martha Savery has been working with neighbors to clean it up 
due to vandalism which has been helping.   
	  

Meeting	  adjourned	  at	  9	  pm.	  

Minutes	  submitted	  by	  Georgette	  Bartell,	  3/15/16	  

	  

	  

 
 

 


